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Fathers’ Day    St Peter’s Elizabeth    7-09-2025 

Planted in a good place 

Text: Congratulations all you who do not keep up with the guilty or accept the standards of sinners, or keep 
company with cynics, 

  Congratulations you who take delight in the instruction of our God, and who meditate on his teaching day and 
night. 

That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which produces fruit in season and whose leaf does not 
wither—whatever they do prospers. 

But that is not the way of the guilty! They lack substance, like chaff that is blown away in the wind.  The guilty will 
not have a leg to stand on when it is time for judgment, and sinners will have no place in the assembly of the 
righteous. 

For the Lord acknowledges the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked is a dead end… 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Does that sound like you?  When you review your week or your life, do you look back on an 

unbroken line of projects that prospered?  Are all your current projects working out well?  

Or are you a bit more like me, that you can look back on some things that worked well, and 

some that didn’t.  Maybe there have been some resounding successes in your life, and some 

things that you frankly messed up royally.   

Our failures are real enough; our problems don’t go away because we wish they would; 

there are times when the whole world seems to collapse around us, as often as not because 

of our own bad decisions.  The biblical writers are well enough acquainted with our failures 

and shortcomings, so it is a bit of a surprise to hear this word of congratulation.  Who could 

possibly qualify for this song of blessing?  The writer, by the way, is probably a teacher 

addressing his students, but he may also be a father speaking to his children.  It’s not a 

matter of merit, though – the way of happiness lies in finding yourself in the right place.  

Congratulations that you have found yourself there, as a father, as a man of faith! 

I don’t know how other people experience this, but I clearly remember the birth of my son, 

when I became a father for the first time.  Of course he was 9 months in the making, so we 

had time to get used to the idea and to prepare for his arrival, but I remember very clearly 

the sense of relief, and the sense of awe, that I had emerged into this new space where I 

was a father, with all that entailed, of most of which I was blissfully ignorant!  It was an 
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experience of the grace of God, of something that I had been given, and that would certainly 

shape my life in new ways. 

The congratulations in the psalm are a bit like the congratulations that fathers received on 

the birth of a child.  My wife did a lot more work to produce that child than I did, but the 

father is congratulated as if he did it all on his own!  And we know that’s not true.  

Congratulations are more like a recognition and sharing of joy – happy are you, blessed are 

you, who have received the gift of fatherhood.  It’s the announcement of a gift, not of an 

achievement. 

In the psalm, too, there are congratulations to the wise person who is like a good tree well 

situated for water and nutrients – this is a recognition that God has given all this to you.  we 

know that God freely blesses the whole of creation, so blessing is not a reward for doing the 

right thing, but a framing of life as gift and gratitude.  I thank God for my children, who have 

enriched my life in ways I could not have imagined.  How else can I explain that, except as 

God’s unexpected and certainly unearned gifts to me. 

Well, you are where you are.  I guess you and I are a bit like that healthy tree planted in a 

good place.  We are planted in Australia, and for all its shortcomings, I’m not sure there is 

any better place on earth to live.  We are planted in families, in friendships, in relationships, 

which in their own unique way nourish us and strengthen us for life in God’s world.  We are 

planted in a church where we are welcomed and encouraged and forgiven.  We are loved; 

we are cherished; we are nurtured; we are built up; we are prepared for a productive and 

satisfying life.  It is God’s plan that we enjoy our life to the full, and he blesses us so that all 

that can happen.  It is not our own brilliant planning that achieves this, but the work of God 

in us and through us. 

We are like trees planted near a constant source of water, in soil that is rich and well-

composted, with all the necessary trace elements.  Trees like that get their nourishment 

from the soil and energy from the sun, and then the production of good fruit follows as a 

natural consequence.  So let’s make the most of it! 
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How?  Well, for me, this starts by recognizing that I am blessed with more than I could 

possibly have produced myself.  I must continually learn to accept with open hands and 

open heart the gifts of God that are placed in my life.  I cannot begin to explain how much I 

have received, for instance, from a wife and three children who share my life and my love, 

let alone the others they have brought into my life.  I would not be half the person I am 

today without knowing Sirpa.  This is simply the reality of a marriage of mutual commitment 

over more than 53 years.  Some of you can be thankful for even longer life partnerships, 

whether children are part of that blessing or not.  We are deeply enriched by this kind of 

relationship, and God is able to bless us, whatever shape our lives have taken. 

Our children also shape us in ways we could not have envisaged.  This is all part of the rich 

tapestry of relationships that God invites us into every day of our lives.  Spouse, children, 

parents, siblings and friends, neighbours and colleagues – a rich tapestry of relational life.  

This is what makes us truly rich.  Which is not to deny the challenges these relationships 

bring, and God knows we struggle with that at times.  This is how we grow in experience and 

in wisdom.  Even our worst mistakes can be our best teachers, if we remember that it 

doesn’t all depend on us, but comes as gift from God. 

The Psalm points us in the right direction for making the most of these gifts.  We are 

encouraged to learn from God’s instruction.  I think that includes the many life lessons that 

come our way through our interaction with family and others.  God is present in these 

relationships more deeply than we can imagine, so that every part of our children’s 

development, every plan we make for our families, every stab of pain and fear we 

experience in growing a marriage or raising children, all this is taken up somehow into the 

very life of the Triune God. 

We are also invited to reflect on the teaching of our God in the writings of the Bible.  We are 

invited to enjoy God’s hospitality at his table, where we experience the real presence of 

Jesus Christ himself and receive forgiveness for all our shortcomings. 

That’s how we become a good tree, by receiving the grace of God in his Word and 

Sacraments.  It’s simple enough, but hard to accept, when so much of our thinking assumes 
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that it’s mainly about us, whereas the path of wisdom lies in stepping outside of our plans 

and projects to receive the grace of God.  Then we become rooted in God’s word of 

promise, instead of being restricted by our own limitations.  We are washed in the waters of 

baptism and given a new start every day of our lives.  There we are grounded in a larger 

reality than our own lives, and we become a man or woman for others.  God reaches out 

again today to draw us into that wider reality of his all-embracing love. 

The alternatives are a dead end.  Ultimately the person who loses touch with the grace of 

God ends up like chaff blown away in the wind – without solid substance, and without a 

foundation.  Let’s not dwell on that. 

The bottom line is that God is a pretty good gardener, and has planted us in a good place – 

as fathers and mothers, as friends, as Australians, as people of faith.  So in the end it’s a 

matter of good gardening – not our doing, of course, but the work and gift and blessing of 

the heavenly Father.   

Receive his love as he blesses you.  Remember those blessings as you celebrate Fathers’ Day 

today, as you enjoy food and wine and the joy of family.  Enjoy life with your loved ones, as 

God intended for you from the beginning, and let that love flow through you to your family 

and your friends. 

Graham R Harms 


